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H E intent of this Letter is to ſhew the reaſon- 
ableneſs and neceſſity of making the Victualling 
the Royal Navy a , parbamentary enquiry ; and how 
irratibnal, ridiculous” and policic are the notions of 
all thofe who have oppoſed me i my zealous endeavours 
to eee, that” momentous buſineſs of this nation 
being long fince carried into immediate execution, from 

Z other reaſon than becauſe it is a government concern. 
It allo ſhews the . of a ＋ I en- 


ao very nts 83 by 
by many perſons now 
Phumbly profits to think 
Tice manner juſtified for en- 
| - ie enquiry, as all my private 
* remonftrances to perſons, and at 
aunt for redreſs of thoſe grievances, were ever 
$ — — — 


that I do not preſume to addreſs you in this 
A. manner, but with the moſt humble ſubmiſſian, 
| and profound reipect for your perſons and 
councils ; and with that deep ſenſe which I have ever 
entertained of your being always willing to receive, and 
ready to promote, all things which are brought and 
laid before you in a regular manner, when they bring 
with them evident proof of their public utility: 
Wherefore I moſt humbly entreat, that you will in your 
unlimited goodneſs condeſcend to indulge me with 
Leave to lay the following caſe before you in form, now 
you are in common- council aſſembled, for the ſake of 
its being encouraged and brought to a ipeedy and good 
concluſion by your mature deliberations, and patriotic 
influence, if happily for the crown of England, and the 
community, its importance ſhall be found an object ſig- 
nificant enough to attract your regard, and juſtify your 
taking a part in a work, which has been depending a 
great many years to be heard before Parliament; and 
o to help, in conjunction with other incorporated 
members of the body politic, to accompliſh thoſe ſalu- 
tary purpoſes which I have therein ever intended for 
their mutual benefit, re | 


+ 8 
Fs IIS.) i 
Rue whe BY 
* 
* 


My firſt, and chief object, is a Pell eſtabliſhed 
avy; and, in the next place, to lay before you ſome: | 


hints relative to myſelf, and ſome re markable occur- 


CRE AY it pleaſe you to permit me to aſſure you 
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rences which have happened in the courſe of my ſtand- 


ing an advocate in the aforeſaid cauſe, and ſoliciting 
its being heard in its proper place. 


IA confident it would be altogether needleſs in 
me to point out to you, if I were even able, how far the 
. + intereſt of every individual of theſe kingdoms is con- 

Þ® cerned in a well eſtabliſhed navy; and how far the ſeve- 
ral perſons and properties of all orders and degrees of 

the people belonging to theBritiſh empire (as they either 
remain at home, or are extending themſelves in an uni- 
} -— yerſal traffick throughout every quarter of the globe) 
may be expoſed to ſundry calamities in, the time of a 
. perilous war, through the want of our navy being 
well looked into, and put into a reſpectable condition; 
and” therefore I ſhall forbear troubling you with un- 
neceflary remarks on thoſe very eſſential matters in this 
Place (as I have, in a public manner, already explained 
my ſenſe of the neceſſity there is to keep up good go- 
vernment in the navy) and ſhall confine myſelf to ſuch 
icular parts only, which, as they are facts, will an- 
1wer for themſelves, and on that ſcore will bear hold- 
ing up to the view of all good and wiſe men. 


'T PRESUME it will be eaſily admitted that the more 
our navy becomes dreaded by our enemies, the more, 
. to their confuſion, it becomes admired 

valued by ourſelves. 


Tux ſuperlative bleſſings which its formidableneſs 
continually convey and ſecure to us, under the Divine 
favour, needs no further explanation from me, more 
than is abſolutely fitting to introduce the ſubje cauſe 
of this addreſs, in order to excite your attention to it. 
Tour ſuperior order in life makes you abler to judge of 
the ſweets and happineſs of a well directed navy than 
I can be ſuppoſed to be, in the depreſſed condition 
which I am,” by cruelty, ſunk into, Upon the fore- 
going principles, and in conſideration of many diſap- 
Pointments which have ever croſſed my good intentions 
be At + 1 * 74 4 : ro 
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to ſerve the crown and the community effectually, in 
the well victualling the navy, I reſolved to write 
and -publiſh, as far as I was able, my late treatiſe, 
under the title of An Appeal lo the Public; but the dif- 
ficulty of procuring, it to be duly attended to, eĩther 
as to its public utility, or of my own private intereſt, 
preſſes me, as a citizen of London, to make this appli- 
cation; and, as I have before done, to beg leave to 
ſubmit its contents to be conſider'd by yourſelves, in 
your own. r character, of an incorporate and 
reſpectable body of merchants and eminent traders z 
and that you will pleaſe to compare, with candour and 
impartiality, ſuch intereſting paſſages in it as are moſt 
familiar to your own knowledge of maritime affairs, 
the conſtitutional laws and true intereſt of this nation, 
and the equity of my being puniſhed in a cauſe wherein 
| was diſcharging, faithfully, that religious duty which 
every man owes to his Gop, to his King, to his Country, 
and to himſelf ; and being ſuffered to remain unpitied, 
unnoticed, and unrelieved ! any otherwiſe than as I 
have ſet forth in page 56 of my aforeſaid Appeal, 
Sc. And ſince I have declined that mean and flaviſh 
life of ſeeking relief in the manner [I have done ſome 
time paſt (and in which I have alſo been frequently moſt 
groſly ill- treated, beſides being abuſed with the ob- 
noxious imputation of being a liar, c.) I have not 
had wherc with to provide common ſubſiſtence for my- 
ſelf and helpleſs wife, and dejected child, but through 
the benevolent preſent which I received at the hands of 
a very eminent and humane merchant, belonging to a 
very great and reſpectable company of merchants in 
London, on the 10th of laſt month, and a very few 
more, together with the benevolent aid of my fincere 
friend, the Good Samaritan, whoſe ſtedfaſt friendſhip 
[ have ſet forth in page 54 of my aforeſaid Appeal, Sc. 


You will ſoon ſee by what follows that T have not 
ade uſe of any formal dedication to my treatiſe, un- 
der the title of an Appeal Sc. which I have incloſed 
with this, to confine it to any one in particular, ſo as 
to cauſe it to attract his attention to it, more than any 
other 
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© other beſides; becauſe many have made a handle of 
che dedicating my firſt book, on The Corrupt Practice of iſh (2 
Viftualling the Navy, entitled The Raya! Navy Men, | 
" Advocate (and for which I have been libelled and ruin. in 
ed) to one member of parliament only, altho' it was na- ¶ ur 
tural for me ſo to do, becauſe he was one of my repre- | to 
ſentatives in parhament, and likewiſe an opulent mer. g 
chant and alderman of the city of London: But ſhould Þl ; 
that piece of innocent and reaſonable formality in ar 
be a warrantable excuſe to juſtify. others for not med. th 
dling with it, unleſs my patron would firſt move of fo 
have the cauſe brought on to be heard in parliament? 
Thoſe reſources I muſt needs confeſs always appeared 
very extraordinary to my ſenſes, and to my notions of 
patriotilm, becauſe the matter is of general imporcanc: 
do all as well as to any one in particular: Moreover, 
_ thoſe who have read my aforeſaid book, entitled 7h 
Royal Navy Mens Advocate (if they read it with an un- 
_ prejudiced and clear underſtanding) muſt necds have 
leen in the very third page of that book, that I called 
for the help of all good men, to aſſiſt in this great 
* cauſe I have undertaken ; what thoſe people are who 
have impeded the due proſecuting of the cauſc, and 
have abuſed me, I ſubmit to your candour and ſuperior 
judgment. In order to deſtroy all ſuch like unwar- 
rantable objections for the future, ſo repugnant to the 
expectations and confidence their conſtituents repoſe in 
them, and their own intereſt withal, I declined dedi- 
. cating my Appeal, c. to any one in particular; and on 
the contrary (ſtill adhering to my firit principle) I have 
extended it to all; but more particularly to the great 
and good of every denomination in theſe kingdoms, as 
may be {cen in 1 Page 3 of the ſaid treatiſe, becauſe I am 
Kill humbly of opinion, now, as well as before, that 
every body muſt unavoidably (and undeniably have) ] 
an intereſt in it (fo far as it relates to the public weal) 2 
in proportion to the eſtates and properties, which they, tect 
as Engliſhmen, are born to, and which they ſeverally in . 
ſtand poſſeſſed of. I beg, and with due reſignation. that the: 
I may be permitted to leave to yourſelves to conſidet to 1 
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fl (after you have peruſed my faid Appeal, Ac.) how far 
I may be ſuppoled to have performed my duty as an 
individual, fo as to be juſtified in endeavouring with 
- unvearied labour and very great expences, and unawed, 
to procure (as far as in my power lay) the navy of En- 
gland being conſtantly ſupplied with wholeſome” and 
d I invigorating aliments only, to nourifh and retreſly the 
bodies of the ſeamen and marines who thereto belong; 
J. that being encouraged and properly ſupported by ſuch 
vl fopplies, honeſtly provided and well and carefully pre- 
2 ferved, they might raiſe their minds in gratitude to- 
4 wards their faithful friends, with the higheſt Tenſe of 
of Wl heroic bravery, and dnimate one another with ſenti- 
ments of manly and invincible fortitude (which they 
r, MW muſt necc ſſarily become inſpired with, from good 
+ vſage)'to perform to the laſt extremity, and like true 
. Britiſh warriors, the duty of their feveral appointments 
een every occaſion. And a 5 

all 1, Wurrnex what I have already done, and 
vw cauſed to be done, in point of reformation of Victual- 
ding abuſes, as practiſed in his majeſty's ſervice (cxclu- 
ol five of what I am further capable of doing) is not a 
r- duty worthy of having been performed by any one clc, 
el who might ſhine with dignity in a ſuperior ſtativn, and 


in in the greateſt ſplendor on this earth, not excepting 
i· even majeſty itſelf, if he, or the greateſt miniſter ot 
00 ſtate could have been ever able to have known how to 
vel come at thoſe neceſſary lights which I have publiſted to 
a all the world, and which I acquired meerly by dint of 
xl ſtudy and hard labour, in a cloſe application to buſineſs 
mY when I was a practitioner in the victualling fervice, and 
al ſince, with very great fatigue, expence and ſpeculation. 


I) 2d, WaHeTHER in reftifying, and cavſing te de 
yl 5eRified, abuſes (which were moſt glaring and ſhocking) 
yin the practice of victualling the navy, I have acted 
aryl therein the part of a prudent and warm-hearted friend 
er to my king, to his miniſters of all ſorts, and to my 

tive Country in general; or that of a madman, or a 
» WER | 1 Aga lurking 


1 
2 
bY 
* 
. 2 
: 
a 
0 
4 
1 
| 
9 
| - 
4 : 
q 
N 
9 * 
1 
| 
4 
i: 

"1 
. 

* 


— — a LO . . o 
ane pa > ETOP TR - 3232 * J + i by 
2 = 


Wc, % 
lurking or open Enemy to any one, or all of them, ſo 
as to deſerve the baſe treatment which has been moſt 
inhumanly inflicted on me, and my innocent family, in 
the courſe of my zealous endeavours to ſtay the rapid 
hand of murder on our brave fellow ſubjects, and gal- 

lant Defenders; by whoſe valour we may naturally ima. 

| gine, -in a moral ſenſe, that we have been freed from 

that conſternation which we were ſeized with; and ſaved 
from the terrible dangers wherewith we were threatened 
at the opening of the preſent war (as well as in the laſt) 
of being invaded by the French; and from the dreadful 
conſequence which would. have enſued from the impla- 
cable rage of that inveterate eneit.y, if they could have 
landed their hoſtile armies on our ſhore, and penetrated 
into the bowels of our own Country: It is undeniable 

that That is what they. have ever been meditating, and 
how they could moſt effectually ſpoil us, and overturn 
the order of the church and ſtate, and thereby caule 

England to become a province of France.“ I mention 

- order, as being a more familiar word than government, 

and for no other reaſon than becauſe many have made 
uſe of the latter as a technical and ſcare-crow term, to 

| | 75 fjrighten 
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® Thurot (that little herq)'s exploit at Carickfergus, the great 
and terrible panic «nd confuſion which his pecty invaſion cauſcd 
throughout theſe kingdoms, the alarm that bold. enterprize 
all over Europe, the great diſorder the inhabitants of 
that place were thrown into, and the material damages they then 
ſuſtained in the time of the ſhort excurſion of that little rabble 
French tribe, are ſo recent as will alone, I humbly preſume, ſufficient 
th 12 this remark. dre | 
I bope 1 ſhall not ' offend in alſo ay to remembrance 
at this time, the miſchief and borrors that the French {pread at Ben- 
gal, and the pierting ſcenes of woe which they baſely perpetrated 
at Zell, and how aſtoniſhingly furious they raged there with brutal 
madneſs, being ſo amazingly wanton and inhuman in their obſcenery 
and cruelties, that the chaſteſt virgins, and the moſt honourable of 
the women at that unhappy place, with all their moving intreaties, 
affecting tears, and ſhriek ing cries, did not avail to ſave them from 
thoſe violences, which in bitter e they were una voidably com- 
to ſubmit to; and in whoſe former peaceful habitations, and 
in every ſtreet and public place, which were before ſet apart 
ſor ſoſt eaſe and retitement, nothing was then to be ſeen but ſhocking 
diſtreſs, diſtraction, and deep mourning, ! | 
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frighten me, as I apprehend, and to excuſe themſelves from 

being concerned, either in promoting the accounts of the 

Victualling Office being inſpected (which were copied 
out at a very great expence to the public) which were 
preſented for that purpoſe to Parliament, the 22d of 
January, 1759, by the late admiral Boſcawenz as in 
like manner the Victualling-Office, together with the 
accounts of other public offices, were inſpected in Queen 
Ann's reign; or even countenancing me, in the ruined 
ſtate which 1 am brought into on this very intereſting 
public occaſion, with a little part only of cheir ſuper- 
fluous fortune, in order to preſerve myſelt and very in- 
firm family, from periſhing through the want of the 
common neceſſaries of life (after having endured all the 
mileries and miſchiefs which have befell us, through no 
other cauſe than my publiſhing unblemiſhed truth) 
'ill chat juſt, kingly, and national cauſe ſhould be en- 
quired into by Parliament, with that circumſpection, 
candour, and uprightneſs as becomes the character of 
Britiſh-Parriots, I moſt humbly beg your pardon, for 
preferring to your notice, in this place, the foregoing re- 
mark on Government, bur, as it is of a very ſignificant 
nature, and juſt withal, I hope it will be the readier for- 
given, as allo my expatiating a little further on that 
principle, becauſe it has been made a handle of againft 
me; and more eſpecially as I ſtil} remain in a very diſ- 
treſſed condition, owing, in a great meaſure, to that 
very term, Government, being frequently applied to me, 
by many, as a ſufficient reaſon to juſtify them in not re- 
lieving me, when I have applied to them for that purpoſe 
only; and notwithſtanding I have diſtinctly aſſured them 
at thoſe certain times, that I did not follicit their cha- 
rity for any other purpoſe than to raiſe a capital to enable 
me to diſcharge all my incumbrances, and with means to 
return into my own proper buſineſs, which J was taken 
out of, on the Government's account; and which was bar- 
barouſly accompliſhed by means of the officers of the go- 
vernment rigidly proſecuting me for pabliſhing the truth 
of thoſe heinous practices which had been grievouſly de- 
C* I ILOLY B trimental 
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trimental to Government, and which they were notwith. 
ſtanding pleaſed to procure to be made a Libel. 


No doubt but that, in your more refined nations of 
equity, loyalty and ſtrict juſtice, all this will appear to 
you to be very hard and wonderful indeed; and more 

2 when, in your great humanity, you ſhall be 

. Pleaſcd to conſider that my wife is, and has been ex- 
treamly ill five months laſt paſt, and all that time been 
under the charitable care of a very humane and eminent 
Fhyſician in my own neighbourhood, and that I have 
not any thing to procure her common nouriſhment, but 
what little matters I obtain by chance, thro' the genero- 
ſity. of ſuch few well diſpoſed gentlemen and ladies, who 
ing of my very unparallel'd hardſhips have ſometimes 
ade me the kind preſent of a guinea, as I am able to 
get abroad to make application, when I am relieved from 
ie grief and embarraſſment of my own home, in attend- 
ing my affectionate and ſick wife; or from that benevo- 
Gat 2 as I — 1 whoſe humanity and 
ſuperlative goodneſs, myſelf and family have hitherto 
been principally ſuccoured and kept — throughout al 
our misfortunes.— In proceed ing to expatiate on the 
frightful term, Government, I moſt humbly beg leave 
to ſhew, that it has not only been productive of the fore- 
going bad conſequences; together with its being indul- 
trioully Sven out, and poſitively inſiſted on, that I am 
mad, ju line themſelves, as they think, in that vile 
aſperſion, by confidently aſſerting that my meddling 
with che Government buſineſs, which they ſay did no 
way belong to me, is an undeniable Gaſs of my being 
out of my ſenſes! but it has been the means of my re- 
lations withdrawing their favour and affection from me; 
and by their being baſely impoſed on in falſe accounts, 
and my running a madding after Government, as the 
enemies to good Government have induſtriouſly reported, 
and do ſo ſtill, I have thereby ſuſtained very lately very 
coahderable damages. Dies 360004513 
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- Governments have been wiſely founded upon, and ever 
e B 2 aftełwards 
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HowEvxx, it muſt certainly be allowed that there 
would not have been any room for rebuk ing me with the 
term Government, if the proper officers in the Govern+ 
ment ſervice had done their duty (as becomes good ſer- 
vants) and to whom a redreſs of Victualling abuſes ap- 
pertains; or that they had not ever ſlighted my frequently 
repeated private and friendly remonſtrances to them on 
that head. I preſume that it will hardly be imagined, 
but that my mind muſt become greatly alarmed, and 
that I muit in conſequence be ſtrangely confounded and 
ſtaggered in my thoughts about Government, to find 
our what that ſtructure is, and what it is mould» 
ed of, when it has been thus played off as an argument 
againſt itſelf, againſt me and againſt every body; eſpe: 
cially when it is moreover believed and confeſſcd, 
what I publiſhed of abuſes in the practice of victualling 
the navy, in l of Government, was ſtrictly true, 
and that the exiſtence of our navy principally depends on 
its being well victualled. 4 Hig he 


Mr proſecutors in their information againſt me (which 
was very virulent and opprobrious) read in an open court 
of Judicature, confeſſed that the navy was the bulwark 
of theſe Kingdoms; and I preſume it will be allo admit» 
ted, that it is like wiſe the mainStay of our Colonies and 
Settlements abroad. I could not therefore ſigute to my- 
ſelt, on duly meditating on that cramp term Govern- 
ment (if it was good Government that was at thoſe cer- 
tain times meant which I have alluded to) that it was 


in fact, and in ſubſtance, any thing elſe than good order. 


From good order, I have cver experienced good manners 
has proceeded; and that good manners is the produce 
of good breeding, I preſume is every where allowed; 
and when thoſe amiable perfections are put into practice 
as they become ingratted, and rife up by a natural gra- 
dation into the minds of a civilized people, they, hy 


thoſe means, become poſſeſſed of amiable moral virtues, 


which have ever been the baſis that all great and good 


1 32 9 
afterwards as wiſely ſupported; and on which permanent: 
rock every friend to this Government has the high ſatis- 
ton of being aſſured by royal authority, that his moſt 

facred Majeſty firmly purpoſes to build his upon. | 
humbly apprehend that it is rational to expect, that thoſe 
who obediently conform to good order, trom principle, 
and with a becoming ſpirit of manlimeſs, do not only 
make themſelves reſpectable in the eyes of ſtrangers, as 
a civilized people, and even to its country's declared 
enemies, but it diſtinguiſhes them alſo with the honour- 
able appellation of being good ſubjects. Here I humbly 
beg pardon for this diſplay of my thoughts, as I do not 
mean to affront any one: And I hope I do not; for ! 
have not pur forth theſe ſentiments with any other view, 
Principally, than for the fake of a general reformation 
of men and manners (as I intend to make this letter pub- 
lick, correſpondent to that well compiled Treatiſe latcly 
publiſhed, entitled 4 Mirrour for the Rulers of the People, 
and being more particularly encouraged therein by his 
majeſty*s declaration, ſigned at Carleton- Houſe, the 26th 
of October, 1760, whercin it is expreſsly ſaid (ſpeaking 
of the weight of Government) I fee] my own inſuffi. 
< ciency to ſupport it as I wiſh, but animated by the ten- 
« dereſt affection for this my native country, and depend- 
ing on the advice, experience and abilities of your 
5 eg on the ſupport and aſſiſtance of every honeſt 
man, I enter with chearfulneſs into this arduous ſitua- 
tion, Sc. His majeſty has allo confirmed, and ex- 
plained his own meaning on good Government, in his 
firſt moſt ſhining, pathetic, and moſt gracious Speech 
from the Throne, to his firſt Parliament, the 18th of 
November following, as well as in his preceding Pro- 
clamation of the 29th, wherein he exhorts, as well as by 
his own good example of œconomy in his own houſhold, 
all his ſubjects to conform, and particularly thoſe [as | 
humbly conceive is therein comprehended] who are near 
his royal perſon, and who hold any office under him in 
the Sek, ſtate, law, army and navy. To this it may 
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rea ſonably be expected I ſhould add, that I mean alſo to 
Juſtify my on conduct; and fo I do, and * 
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ſhall do it further than I have hitherto (under favour) 
and in the ſame familiar and plain, honeſt and ſimple 
manner as I have done all along, becauſe the afore re- 
cited cauſes extort it from me; and on thoſe conſidera- 
tions, it is humbly preſumed I ſhall be juſtificd by this 
judicious court, and every ſenſible and unprejudiced Bri- 
ton, as being but natural and right in me to ſet about; 
and now I proceed to ſhew how abſolutely neceſſary it is 
that all thels fineſſes, and abſurd notions of Government, 
ought to be treated and exploded, for the future, from 
che minds of all rational beings, who delire to be thought 
great, wiſe, good, and juſt Chriſtiaas and ſubjects. 


It is a very great conſolation to me in my Jungent 
afflictions, that I am unjuſtly cenſured 9 ing 2 
fool, a madman and a liar. A liar is every where al- 
lowed to be a knave: The fool is often an object of 
laughter; and the madman is dreaded when he is tor- 
mented and made outrageous, even by thoſe who think 
themſelves moſt in their ſenſes. The knavel diſown, as 
being no part of me, and as to the fool, or the madman, 
we ſhall ſoon ſee (without having reſpe& to mens dig- 
nity, and perſons, when it ſhall appear from their be- 
haviour there is none due to them) who thoſe charac- 


ters beſt ſuit, 


A MoDERATE freedom, and the ſpirit of reſentment 


of undeſerved baſe uſage, is univerſally allowed be- 
coming the dignity of man. It is what Engliſhmen, 


in particular, are born to; and it is a privilege which 


the citizens of London have more in their power to ſup- 
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them zfterwards to compromiſe thoſe dark deeds; which 
they may be aſhamed to hear of again, and to ſee held 
up to public view, how glaringly their miſchievous 
evil deeds cry aloud for yengeance, and being brought 


d their et ſenſes, to fee the deſtruction and calami. 


ties their moſt egregioufly bad behaviour has moſt 
miſcrably etitatted* on even their own offspring, as well 
25 all future generations and themſelves. R ol] 


Ten character of hates wc brave, is what 
mati a good man has not attained'while he was alive, 
alcho* the epithet has been given, with ſacred honours 

id to their memories ſoon after their deceaſe; and 
by Ene in good actions, many are withal held 

al remembrance and reſpect 'afterwards. — 
Cher Columbus and Sir Hugh Middleton are 
well known ' inftances of this truth, alcho“ they were 
ridiculed as madmen,for pretending to do impoſſibilities 
3 they lived in; tho“ through the genius of 

Lond the method of conveying the bene- 
ficial and refreſhing ſprings of the New Kiver to Lon- 
don, from a little head of water, by ſuch maſterly 
ways and means as are now the admiration and delight 
of this age, and the joy of this gfeat metropolis; but 
which project was at firſt condemned as an abſurd chi- 
mera, a the reſult of a diſtempered brain. 


Tux later by by deep ſtudy and mature reflection, 
learly difcovered the fruitful lands and golden mines 
of pi — but was for a long time after he had diſ- 
cloſed his great talents and found penetration, ſtigma- 
tized with madneſs, for preſuming to prove it to be an 
inhabited quarter of the terreſtrial ' globe, even by the 

and great men in his own UNE," who were then 
in 


power.—Now the ſeveral kings in are fuch 
ges of its intrinſic value, that they 


have not heſitated to fix various parts of it, as an ap- 
age and additional dignity, to the ſtate and gran - 


Fear of heir crowns 3 but, that che poſſeſſion and con- 
merce 


good 3 have not 
„„ 
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merce of that wealthy ſpot of land, cannot be preſerved: . 
by any monarch without a powerful nayy,, is evident 
to a demonſtration. The peculiar benefits which ariſe 
trom theſe two recited inſtances, I humbly preſume, 
thoſe who enjoy the ſweets and. profits of them, can 
beſt account for. From theſe two circumſtances there 
fore, it is evident that great matters ſpring from ſmall. 
beginnings, and that honey is to be extracted from the. 
molt contemptible flowers, by the vigilant and induſtri- 
ous bee; altho? the charmer's voice be never ſo much 
ſpurned at and reſiſted by the drones, and heedleſs un- 
thinking lethargic part of the multitude. glich l. 


I nung beg pardon for this digreſſion, 1 have 
no other deſign in introducing theſe two caſes, than 
by way of illuſtration, as they have ſome analogy to 
the caule which I have eſpouſed, and am ſtill pro- 
moting tor the public good, and my own. Forgive me 
thereſore offering a fair queſtion or two, for your ju- 
dicious oper relative (and as a Chriſtian charity, by 
way of admonition) to that claſs of men without doors, 
who. muſt of. courſe hear of it again (as I intend to 
make this letter general, and to aſk all other candid 
gentlemen I ſend it to, the {ame free and fair queſtions) 
which I wiſh they may, and that it be of ule to them, 
to cauſe them to mend their lives and converſation, 
from the conviction of their conſciences, as well as from 
theſe hints; I mean thoſe only who, are cloaked under 
the beautiful robes of government of every. hue, and 
that excuſe themſelves from aſſiſting to ſupport. it, 
when their aſſiſtance is both grievouſly wanted, and 
loudly called for, it, Whether if it is to bad government, 
they hold themſelves obliged for the principal part of 
1 w ſupport and ſplendor (and ſome of them alroge- 

er che whole) they will be ſo hardy to anſwer yes. 
2dh,, If they inſiſt that it is good government, 
which they accumulate very large fortunes and a moſt 
magnificent ſupport from, what they can then fairly think 
themſelves to be, fools, madmen or knaves. 1 do not 
expect indeed that they will for modeſty ſake ſpeak * 
44780 | 0 
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ſo'as to be heard, voluntarily, and with the ſame free. 
dom which they have, unlicenſed, treated my charact- 
er; which is now, through their malevolence loſt, and 
what I ever eſteemed the beſt portion I have ever en- 
to build an eaſy fortune upon; both of which 
they have now robbed me of. That plain queſtion on 
government, I preſume it will be neceſſary for them to 
der upon, to prepare them for ſuch anſwer as they 
can make, without ſhuddering, when it ſhall be aſked 
them by thoſe very perſons who are gentlemen of pro. 
bity, and illuſtrious in honour and integrity; and who 
are daily paying into the public treaſury, extraordinary 
large ſuns of ready money for the ſup 
ment, but never, in the courſe of their whole lives, 
take the value of a ſingle ſixpenny piece out of it aſter. 
wards; and whether they will then, or can, with any 
fort of propriety think, that notwithſtanding all their 
glaring deficiences, they have ſtill a right to be fu 
ported by that very ſame government, which they 
ſolutely and flatly refuſed to aid, at thole critical times 
of its emergencies, when they have been called upon 
and importuned to contribute their affiftance to prop it 
up, eſpecially when ic evidently appeared to them to 
be tortering. Theſe obſtacles which I have here ſct 
ſorth, as ſome of the principal cauſes of the buſineſs of 
the public being impeded, and of putting a ſtop to a 
fair and regular enquiry into the ſtate of victualling the 
navy, are ſtrictly true, which makes me preſume to 
hope that they will have a due weight in your candid 
councils,” and juſtify me in laying them before you. If 
I were to point out any of the particular perſons who 
have covered themſelves under the term government, 
to excuſe ' themſelves from diſcharging, religiouſly, 
efſential 'and' much needed ernment duty, they 
would very probably think me extremely rude and un- 
civilized, and unpardonably impertinent. It is not to 
be r that tho . 1 * a 1 wn 
thought ſubjects, w ighly offen 1 
they dire ＋ find themſelves marked —— impeach- 
ed with the deteſtable characteriſtie of being very bad 
5 ones, 


* 
— 


t of govern- 
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the ſhires,cities, boroughs, corporations and 
throughout Great-Britain; all of whom I firmly purpoſe 
to ſend copies af this to, in a regular and conſtitutional 


> 3 

ones, if nat extremely bad. I preſume it would be 
thought very immodeſt in me, if I were to reply to 
any man, who oppoſes my warm deſires to ſupport go- 
vernment, that 1 was fearful he was not in his right 
mind, or that he was moved by ſelfiſh, or worſe princi- 
ples, when he ſhould refuſe to help to ſupport good go- 
vernment, for the ſake of the common cauſe. Thefe are 
the real ſentiments, gentlemen, which flow undiſguiſed 
and unpolluted, in a pure ſtream from the heait of a 
faithful, unjuſtly abuſcd, and grievouſly oppreſſed free 
born ſubject of England, and citizen of London; and 
which I as freely deliver to you, as they flowed from me 
in their genuine: ſtate; all which I have here amply un- 
folded, and rendered to you in their true order, and 
therewith, this hamble tender once more repeated, that 
you will be pleaſcd to debate on its national utility a- 
mong yourſelves in council, and the unjuſtifiable injuries 
which have been baſely poured forth upon me on the 
occaſion. Permit me to aſſure you, gentlemen, that I rely 
with an humble confidence on your natural and habitual 
propenſity, and great character of promoting good works 
of a public utility, that you will not want to be influ- 
enced in this matter, by any motive more powerful to 


induce you to give attention to it, than your love of 
truth and public juſtice, withoat having any partial re- 


ſpect to perions in the cauſe, and of its being ſpeedily 
carried into execution, as I do not deſire to have any 


of chat pernicious jadulgence ſhewn towards me; and 


that you will act as conſiſtent in your ſpeculation into 
the merit of this great and national buſineſs, as may 
appear to you to demand your immediate notice and 
aſſiſtance, in your character of an incorporate : body of 
merchants and eminent traders, in cunjuntion with all 
the reſt of the treeholders, citizens and burgciics, of all 


cinque- ports 


manner, in oppoſition to ſervants of the government in 
any public office, who ſhall dare to oppoſe me by in- 
tercept ing thems (and therewich ſend my _ 


9 ( 
under the title of an Appeal to the Public, if I had enough 
of them, or were even able to reprint them) whereby you 
may juſtify your conduct before Gop and man, in exert. 
Ang yourſelves on this ſolemn and momen:ous affair, and 
in giving the lead(as the moſt important of all other cor- 
ations, and the firſt applicd to in this caſe, and form) 


ing forth your reſolutions with the ſame true ſpirit of 


ons approved  yourſeives (in ſuch laudable actions) 
loyal becks and faithful guardians of this great me- 
Tropolis, which has ever been extolled in all ages through - 
out the known world, for its wiſdom and integrity, in 
ſending forth to proper perſons and to proper places, the 
great counſel of their great men, on every preſſing pub- 
lic neceſſity, and therein to aſſiſt all in your power, to 
procure ſpeedy and ſtrict juſtice being done in the pre- 
*miſes; to the crown of England, to yourſelves, to your 
conſtituents, to all other your fellow ſubjects, to 
myſelf a much injured Briton, and to poſterity. 
As many have reflected upon me very preſumingly, 
and have peremptorily inſiſted, that I publiſhed the 
grievances of victualling the navy in that horrible man- 
ner as they actually were practiſed, out of revenge, in 
that true account which I preſented to the world in my 
treatiſe, entitled The Royal Navy-Mens Advocate, as well 
as thoſe accounts which I publiſhed in ſeveral political 
news papers in the laſt war, on the ſame head; while 
others have unjuſtly aſſerted that I did it with a mean 
and ignoble intention to ſerve myſelf, rather than the 
public: 1 therefore humbly conceive it will be allowed 
to be quite neceſſary, at this time, to introduce what 
will ſoon follow (but much againſt my own free- will) 
both for the juſtifying my on innocence as to 
+ thoſe uncivil aſperſions, and to obviate and deſtroy 
the unmanly calumny which ill deſigning men have a- 
buſed the credulous multitude with; and greatly to the 
prejudice of this public cauſe, and of my own character; 
t being a copy of my letter to a certain great e 


to all other incorporated bodies of the people; by put- 


uprightneſs, where with you have on all emergent occaſi- , 


hf = — e _ wi $4 


— — — - „ t 


— 


2 


N 
able perſonage, dated the 22d of November, 1756, 
which was upwards of a fortnight before I had conceived 
even a ſingle thought of writing a book upon the ſub- 
je, vi. | 


Right Honourable Sir, 


15 H E report of your being, or to be appointed, to a great 
* 1 zruſt in the adminiſtration, induces me, as a little individual, 
„who has a firm regard to my king and country, to throw in once 
„ mote my mite, in well meaning for the good and ſafety of the 
„above, and to aſſiſt in your honourably anſwering the expectations 
« of all, in the difcharge of your miniſtry, by ſeriouſly attending to 
* that eſſential concern to his majeſly and his kingdoms, the well 
victualling the Royal Navy; being aſſured, ſhips can be no other 
« at ſea than lumber, or floating logs, tho? well built, well rigged, 
« and ſtored with ſtrong powder and ball, and well officer'd and 
« manned, without wholeſome proviſions; impurity of proviſiogs 
% introducing corruption of blood, and many fatal cauſes incident 
% thereto, diſqualifying men from _ able to work their ſhips, 
and quite unable to fight them. In the laſt war J was an eye- 
« witneſs to many abuſive practices in victualling the Royal Navy, 
„ ſome of which I ſet forth ſeveral times to the Admiralty board, 
« and afterwanids to many truly honourable members of Parliament, 
*© who, tho" approving the uſefulneſs of the matter, declared their 
minority was too great to introduce it to the Houſe with ſucceſs z 
“ So ended an intended general good, after the expence of much 
„ time, labour and money; the remembrance of which forbids me 
* any more to medile witn ſtate concerns, or going to council 'till 
am called, having well burnt my fingers ; but to be ſilent and 
inactive, in time of public danger, when a man thinks himſelf 
capable, and may paradventure perform a good ad, is a 
* neg]: of duty he owes his king, his country and himſelf ; and is 
carrying the reientment of a former diſappointment to an un- 
«© pardonable vice. I have preſerved ſome of the copies of the bad 
« practices of the -vietuallers, as tender'd to the Admiralty board, 
and members of Parliament, which I have no objection to ſhew 
at your requeſt : If they are wanted, they are ready, withcut 
6 fee or favour, for I want none; but forgiving this liberty of a 
« ſtranger; if uopleafing, and admitting the ſenſe of honour | bear 
«to your deference in ſtation, having no merit to plead a further 
pardon, but that of good ſubject, I am, Right Hon. Sir, 
« reſpecting the report of your abilities and perſon, 


Little Tower. Street, Your humble Servant, 
the 22d of Nov.1756, | « Willian Thompſon.* 


——ä — 


Not, 
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| »NoTts, Akho' I never received any anſwer to the above, yet in 
Juſtice to that great and well approved able ſtateſman, I hefe de- 
Elare that I have been tredibly in formed that himſelf, and many 


other patriot members of the hon. Houſe of Commons, very watmly 


ſed my patron's motion for addreſſing his late majeſty, the 14th 
of March, 1758, to give directions to lay before the Houſe certain ac 
counts of the victualling and navy offices, from January, 1753, to 
January. 1758; and that he and my patron, together with many 
other truely hon. members ofthatHouſe, have ſinee zealouſly debated 
on the importance of a well victualled navy, and the abſolute nece\- 
ity there is of entering into a parliamentary enquiry into the paſt 
and preſent ſtate thereof. 


IT is moſt humbly ſubmitted, that as the ſtate of the 
caſe is very greatly changed ſince the date of the 
aforeſaid letter, and as I have been moſt ſhamefully 
ruined and totally undone ſince, through my zeal to 
ſupport, good government in this cauſe, whether I 
have not now a juſtifiable right, in point of equity 
and ſtrict juſtice, to expect a full and ſpeedy recom. 
pence, and that without any longer delay, for the ſer- 


vices which I have indiſputably 3 in favour of 
i 


% 


the crown of England, and theſe kingdoms and colonies, 
and of all our ſettlements abroad, which thereto belong; 
and ample reſtitution made me for the ſingular and 
great damages which I have ſuſtained in the courſe of 
This undertaking, with compleat ſatisfaction made me 
for my other expences, time and labour, which I have 
beſtowed (tho? a volunteer, by which it is preſumed 
the more honour redounds) in watching, as a faithful 
centinel, over the intereſt of my king and his royal 
Houſe, and that of his people in all parts of the world, 
as well as thoſe who are in ſafety at home. 


I have the greater reaſon to juſtify myſelf in expecting 
this piece of natural juſtice being done me; becauſe while 
I was purſuing the intcreſl of the community, I was neg- 
lecting my own, and am now become a beggar by it. 
It is pretumed, and without arrogance, that it I had con- 
fined my genius and abilities to th. buſineſs'T was bred 
to [and which ſome affected loyal fouls have often re- 
proved mne for neglecting] and ftudioully employed my 
4 time 
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time and attention therein, as I have done to correct the 
abuſes, as practiſed in the victualling department, i mighr 
have ſtood as fair a chance of being poſſeſſed of as eaſy 
2 fortune as many others are; and that I am confident 
in: But, if that had happened to have been the caſe, 
what is it not rational to expect might have been the 
ſad conſequence to theſe kingdoms, if the navy of Eng- 
land had been deſtroyed through the want of ſupplies 
of wholeſome food and nouriſhing liquids, and of ſome 
one or more intelligent and ſteady man than myſelf 
ſtanding an advocate for ſuch wholeſome ſupplies, and ex- 
poling the baneful, and long accuſtomed baſe practices 
of victualling our navy men with ſuch horrid proviſions 
that Dogs have actually abhorred and ran away from? 
That has often been the caſe with thoſe animals which 
I uſed frequently to offer ſhips proviſions to, when I 
was in his majeſty's victualling ſervice, as I have ſet forth 
in page 20, of my Book entitled The Royal Navy Mens 
| cate. To all this let me recommend to be conſidered 
under favour, Whether the French navy, at che open- 
ing of this war, was not then very formidable, and its 
ſtrength then much dreaded by many of us? and whether 
it was not even a matter of doubt which of che two fleets 
would prevail when they ſhould meet at ſea? I mean the 
Engliſh or the French fleet. And if unbappily for us, 
the latter had been victorious, and only through the 
want of our ſeamen and marincs being in a good pligbt 
to work and fight their ſhips, through baſe ſupplies of 
noxious victualling ſtores [which is well known to have 
been too often the caſe} whether after our fleets ſhould. 
have happened to have been deſtroyed by the French, as 
theirs are by ours, they would not long ago not only have 
ſtruck terror into the very bowels,and throughout all our 
mother country, but have changed, to our inconſolabie 
mortification, the ſtate of things as they now {ſtand in 
our tavour, in both the Indies? And if after ail theſe 
calamitics being brought upon us, it ſhould have becn 
diſcovered, that 1 had it wholly in my power to have ac- 
tod a great part to have prevented it, and had conccaled 


amy 


deſervedly have had the 
upon me, in lieu of that of a madman, a fool, a liar, 
and an officious buſy · body, for medding with what did 


let hoſe upon 
ol their indignation and reſcntment not only becomes 
impeached, but his honour and reputation with the 
world (which is the moſt dear to virtuous minds) is 
alſo at ſtake. When it ſo happens to any man, the duty 


1 


danger, atid that for the want of acting conſiſtently with 
the Character of a good ſabject in that caſe, for the ſup. 
port of the Government, of my own king, and my couo- 
try, ruin had overtaken them; whether I ſhould not then 
epithet of a traitor beſtowed 


Wurn a man makes himſelf public on intereſting 


matters, which particularly ſtrike at, and affect individu- 


als, eſpecially ſuch as are in office under the govern- 
ment, it is but too ſrequently experienced that the jar- 
ing voice of calumny and detraction are then inſtantly 
| and raiſed to its greateſt extent of vociferation, 
againſt him which they are, upon unjuſt principles, 
From thence the integrity of the object 


* 


which he owes to himſelf, demands of him that he ſhould 
ſu and defend his own veracity and innocence; 


which ſatisfaction is alſo expected to be given the abuſed 


multitude, who have a natural right to call upon him, 


civilly(as well as what his own reputation demands, and 


loudly inſiſts on from his own heart) to do them and 
himſelf juſtice. In vindication of my own principles 
and public conduct I am therefore compelled turther to 


= orth other facts (which I never-did publickly be- 
ore) 


* 


and to lay them down before the public as evi- 


dences to be ſcrutinized, that they may by thoſe indu- 


bitable teſtimon ies be better able to form a ſound judge- 


ment of the fallacious inſinuations of diſingenuous mor- 


tals, and the fidelity and uprightneſs of my conduct and 
intentions, and difintereſtedneſs (otherwiſe than as an 


individual to partake among the whole of the benefit 


labours) to ſerve the community, in time of danger, and 
| in 


which might be derived to them in common from my 
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my friends, as their candid Yopinion, of its being at 
this time abſolutely neceſſary to declare them 1, It 


having 300l. a year ſettle | 
ſides being treated like a gentleman,and have diſtinguiſh- 
able marks of honour confer*d on me. I deſpiſed the 
motion, and inſtantly re;ected-it, and at the ſame time 
aſſured the perſun who made the tender, that I rather 
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in their neceſſity : Be it therefore known, that I have 
at all times been ſteady and zealouſly endeavoured to 
promote the intereſt of the public,. both when I was in 
the government ſervice, and ſince my unjuſt diſcharge 
from it, in ſtriving to procure a well victualled navy; 


azad I have at times, ſince my unwarrantably being diſ- 


graced and diſcharged from his majeſty's victualling 
office, London, entirely negleeted my on buſineſs, and 
puſhed on vigoroufly that of the public, eſpecially when 
the latter hath ſtood more immediately in competition 
with the former, in the perilous. time of war. There- 
fore for the ſake of truth, together with my injured in · 
nocence, I am prevailed on, by my friends, to advance 
the additional proofs of my invariable attachment 


to a well victualled navy, and to truth, both in the fore- 
going and following aſſertions, which will 1 ſhew 


(if admitted as facts advanced by 'a. man who deſpiſes 
liars, and ſcorns to tell a lie himſelt) to a demonſtration 
the regard I have ever had for th: more material and 


true intereſts of the - crown-/ and ,theſe kingdoms in 


Wh r. to my own, which may be depended on to 
indubitable facts; | tho? I frank ly confeſs I ſhould 
have buried them in oblivion; had I not been urged by 


was propoſed to me in the laſt war, that if I would go in- 


to another country, and aſſiſt the people there with my 


knowledge to victual theiggavy, I might be aſſured of 
F. me, as long as I lived, be- 


choſe to ſubmit to live in miſery and diſtreis at home, 


and ſuffer myſelf to be tortured and abuſed by my own 
countrymen, than turn traitor to them, as great num- 
bers of very uſeful, but egregiouſly miſuſed Engliſhmen 
have done (which is too recent 


and notorious to need 
particularizing) and thereby entail a curſe on the inno- 


gent and virtuous part of my country-folks in this 2 
1 an 
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who may riſe up in ſucceedin erat. 
the ſake: of doing better for wycelf > 
' and preſent faſhionable principle) or of being 
of thoſe d guilty and -abominable 
—— exi ſting among us, either at this 
hat part of my conduct 
„ e eee 
er Mw. As "01%. a 
* of poverty, and to be account 2 man of OR. 
* ' conniving at wicked 
« lick employment. And ſo I ſay till: 6 if I TI have 
not yet given ſufficiently ample teſtimony of the forego- 
ing to any ſet of government gentlemen (if they are all 
entitled to that appellation who are in government ſervice) 
— 2 — them have a mind to 


2 
and that beſides mn wood meddic: wiek it: 


. 
Solid principles of public virtue, ever being ready to 
Kecrifice my on private intereſt to the more ſuperior 
intereſt of the oommunity, and would, Roman-ike, 


prove on all emergent occaſions, that I was always ready 
to tea to ſave Rome, and that cho” they 
—— reo never ſo deat, yet I hoped they 


weld awake at lat and open ther eie, and their 
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fn order to ſupport my reputation, the credit of m 
veracity, and tenaeiouſneſs to promote the known in- 
tereſt of the public, I have alſo been under a neceſſity 
of reciting the foregoing tender which was made me 
to go into another country, to thoſe inquiſitors before 
alluded to, and by whom I have been moſt grofs| 
inſulted and ridiculed, and called an obſtinate fool, 
for rejecting the aforcſaid propoſals, and who, among 
many other . ſaucy. impertinent queſtions, have taken 
the liberty, of aſking me, whether I knew of any other 
man in England that would do the ſame, beſides 
myſelf; and at the. ſame time thoſe ſenſible animals 
have alſo taken other very indecent and diſreſpectful 
liberties of inſulting my firmneſs in this national 
cauſe: To all which I have conſtantly replied to the 
ſame effect as I have before ipecified on the principles of 
public virtue. 3d4/y, When I was under an unnatural 
proſecution, on account of my zeal to promote this na- 
tional caulcy the well victualling the navy, for every body's 
ha pinels, and on that occaſion confined in that infer- 
—— priſon, the Poultry-Compter, I was then urged 
by wany people who wiſhed me well, to make my un- 
parallel'd hard. caſe known among the ſeamen in the 
royal: navy, to excite relief from them, conceiving it to 
be very rational and fair in me fo to do, ſceing I was 


| neglected and quite given up by thoſe I had a natural 


right to expect ſuccour from: The ſame adviſers alſo ve- 


ty particularly obſerveJ to me (and very judiciouſly as 


they thought) in juſtification; of their advice, that as 
my misfortunes aroſe through my zealous endeavours, 
to ſuccour and preſerve. the, navy-men, they ought 
in gratitude and common jultice to. ſupport me, as I 
was their advocate to ſupport them; and more eſpe- 
cially, becauſe no- body of fortune and in power 
would ſupport me. The fame people gave it me 2 
their opinion, that they verily believed the ſeamen of 
England were ſo generous and grateful, that they would 
chearfully. raiſe a ſum of money for me very quickly, 
if would conſent to make my caſe known to them. 
Theſe marks of cms were preſſed on me to * 

P'Y 


: 
* 


vas tried, which 1 was 


(6). 
47 with, at the time I was diſtreſſed and forſaken by 
f, whom I had a juſt right to depend on for 
Their advice, tho* well meant, and with 
Wo wer they a humane and innocent deſign to procure 


me natural ſupplies in my extremities, I objected againſt 
and declined | 


— bm - uting reaſons were then, as 
n nnCce E argement ' to m O- 
= who - — very great Friend. 
for me, and who have done me fome kind of- 
} and have ftrongly urged my applying to the 1ea- 
bor relief, as follow, © viz. That the ſeamen 
av yetterally very poor, their pay very ſmall but which 
55 Ge path wand ofthe pablie, fo 
own t t b or 
the fatne reafons which I have fer forth in 4 Appeal, 
Sc. 48, in behalf of another claſs of — who 
are in the vietualling ſervice] and withal earned with ve- 
great labour, and under very great hardſhips, and 


ry 
| * in the midſt of many very ſingular great perils 


gers; and therefore [ cooks 1 not in canſcience ap- 


ght ſo todo, becauſe I had voluntarily taken _ 
myſelf to plead their juſt, but grievous cauſe; d 
moreover 1 always obſerved at thoſe times when I was 


Ghdids them! nod — an ap 


ppc pres 


be of 2 very s, if not of a fatal conſequence ; 
fach as perhaps cauſin Te 4thly and sibꝶ, I have 
had offers made me, * and from different that 


if I would conſent to 3 would provide pla- 
ces of profit, FI word actopt of any ofthe, , where, 
and by which, I might Nee man the remain- 
der of my life: It is further to be obſerved that one of 
theſe tenders was made me a very few days after the cauſe 
profecuted and impriſoned for, 
by one who was commiſſioned to let me know that 
# friend of mine, of many years acquaintance, dined 


py — for relief, neither could I think that I had a 
Ii 
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about a day or fome ſhort ſpace of time before the-mef-. 
age was brought me, with one of his majeſty's commil- 
joners of the Victualling-Office, who then acknowledged 
to my aforeſaid friend, that the facts which I had pub- 
iſhed, relating to the practices of victualling the _ 
were very true, &c. and moreover, that if I would ſub- 
mit to aſk my proſecutors pardon for what I had done, 
and would promiſe never to write againſt them any more, 
they would then [very humanely] forgive all that was 
paſt, would immediately ſet me at liberty, inſtantly 
provide me 2 very genteel employment, and very gra- 
ciouſly ſend me abroad, as I have before hinted. Nay, 
what is ſtill more wonderful, the very ſame com- 
miſſioner was ſo extreatnly charitable and « 
a to aſſure my friend, that if I was actually ſuch a very 
tiff man as I was repreſented to be, and fo very 
tenacious of my honour and integrity that I would not 
ſubmit co obtain my enlargement on the terms of making 
any ſort of conceſſion to my proſecutors, after they had 
totally and barbarouſly ruined me (one of whom declared 
to a merchant in my neighbourhood that he would ruin 
me if I was worth 10,0007, but by ſuch a proſecution 
which I never. heard the like of before; and that if he, my 
friend, would but write a letter to the victualling board 
in my favour; or if he would even ſne but the leaſt in - 
clination only to him, the commiſſioner, to have me diſ- 
charged out of priſon, it would be ſufficient, and I ſhould. 
be inſtantly ſer at liberty: But | remained obſtinate, 
and would not comply with either requeſt; becauſe it 
would have been an injury done to the public cauſe, which 
had eſpouſed and was impriſoned for, and to my own 
honour and reputation, and a diigrace for me as being a 
votary for truth and public juſtice. My anſwer and re- 
ſolutions to the foregoing, ſ ſent in writing, which was 


atterwards returned to me at my requeſt, and which I 
have now in my poſſeſſion. nb | 


Fon a further proof of my principles in this matter, 
and of my juſtification therein, ſee my fundamental rea- 


ſons 


E 5. 
us at the end of my printed Caſe, which [ have refer 
25 0 in che Poſtſcript of this letter. 


pe * that the great quantity of matter, 
which I have here ſet forth, in order to ex 7 myſelf 
moderate 


comprehenſively thereon, has far exceeded 
uw of; a letter, and therefore it is quite neceſſary to 


an A for its prolixity, as well as tor its 
| — 0m. — * ook a4 but as ] cannot think of 
any better than the ſubject itſelf, to incline you to con- 
deſcend to favour me with your pardon therein, and for 
all my frailties in this caſe, I am therefore conſtrained 
io leave it upon that iſſue; and ſubmit my forgive. 
neſs. to be ſealed on the terms of your own extenſive 
and unconſined generoſity and goodneſs; and therewith 
beg.that you will deign to grant me the additional great 
| honour and conſolation of ſubſcribing myſelf, with pro- 
found veneration, in the character of a faithful ſubje 
| and citizen, perpetually. bearing in mind a juſt ſenit oi 
reſpect for your perſons and councils, | 
in Your moſt dutifud and obedient Servant, 
F uu Tower Street. | 


William Thompfon 
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| will bea great farisfaRtion, * 1 Gall efteem it a very great ho- 
nour to have — candid opintoo of the ſubject matter contamed it 
this letter, and your reſolutions concerning it; and alſo whether you 
received, two years fince, my printed caſe which I then ſent you, on 
the ſame ſabje& of the corrupt practice of vickualling the navy ; bot, 
as my extream great poverty renders me atterly unable to defray the 
expence of letters which may be conveyed to me by the General Poli: 
Office (which is the method I have humbly preſumed to aſe to circulate 
this by, and for which I deg your pardon and forgiveneſs) and as the 
principal part of the ſubje& cauſe of my addr you is buſineſs 

. of 47 high importance to the public, I hope it vil incline you to 
honour this my humble requeſt (if you think me worthy of ſo great 
a mark of your favour) with your 5 W or any other 
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In order to ſupport my reputation, the - credit: of my 
veracity, and tenaciouſneſs to promote the known in- 
tereſt of the public, I have alſo been under a_ neceſſity 
of reciting the - foregoing: tender which was made me 
to go into another country, to thoſe inquiſitors before 
alluded to, and by whom I have been moſt groſsl 
inſulted and ridiculed, and called an obſtinate fool 
for rejecting the afareſaid propoſals, and who, among 
many other ſaucy -impertinent- queſtions, have taken 
the liberty of aſking me, whether I knew of any other 
man in England that would do the ſame, beſides 
myſelf; and at the ſame time thoſe ſenſible animals 
have alſo taken other very indecent and diſreſpectful 
ive M liberties of inſulting my firmneſs in this national 
ith cauſe: To all which I have conſtantly teplied/-to the 
ear il fame effect as I have before ſpecified on the principles of 
ro- public virtue, gay, When I was under an unnatural 
ect proſecution, on account of my zeal to promote this na- 
oi M tional cauſe, the well victualling the navy, for every body's 
happineſs, and on that occaſion confined in that infer- 
nal- like priſon, the Poultry-Compter, I was then urged 
by many people who wiſhed me well, to make my un- 
paralle}'d hard caſe known among the ſramen in the 
royal navy, to excite relief from them, concciving it to 
be very rational and fair in me ſo to do, ſceing I Was 
neglected and quite given up by thoſe I had à natural 
right to expect ſuccour from: The ſame adviſers allo ver 
ry particularly obſerved. to me (and very-judiciquſly;! as 
they thought) in juſtification of their advice, that as 
my misfortunes aroſe through my zealous endeayours, 
to ſuceour and preſerve the navy -· men, they ought 
in gratitude and common juſtice to ſupport me, a8 I 
was their advocate to ſupport them ; and more eſpe- 
cially, becauſe no - body of fortune and in power 
would ſupport me. The ſame le 1 85 me as 
their opinion, that they verily believed the ſeamen of 
England were ſo generous and grateful, that chey would 
chearfully raiſe a ſum of money for me very quickly, 
if I would conſent io make my caſe known to them. 
Theſe marks of a were preſſed on me to 3 

| Ply 
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ply with, at the time I was diſtreſſed and forſaken by 
every body, whom I had a juſt right to depend on for 
tion. Their advice, tho' well meant, and with 
no other than a humane and innocent defign to procure 
me natural ſupplies in my extremities, I objected againſt 
and declined proſecuting. My reaſons were then, as 
they have been ſince my enlargement to many o- 
ther ons who have profeſſed very great friend - 
ſhip for me, and who have done me ſome kind of. 
fices, and have ftrongly urged my applying to the ſea- 
men wat elle, as * vix. _ the + ſeamen 
are gen very their pay very ſmall but which 
J ſhall be aa Sad that We degilative power would 
augment, for their own and the good of the public, for 
the ſame reaſons which | have ſet forth in my Appeal 
Te. page 48, in behalf of another claſs of who 
are in the victualling ſervice] and withal earned with ve- 
ry great labour, and under very great hardſhips, and 
frequently in the midſt of many very ſingular great perils 
and dangers; and therefore I could not in conſcience ap- 
y to them for relief, neither could I think that I had a 
egal right ſo to do, beceuſe I bad voluntarily taken upon 
myſclf to plead their juſt, but grievous cauſe: - And 
moreover I al obſerved at thoſe times when I was 
urged to apply to the ſeamen for ſuccour, that I was ve- 
ry apprehenſive (conceiving them to be both a generous 
and warm hearted people towards their faithful friends, 
who do them good offices) that ſuch an application might 
be of a very dangerous, if not of a fatal conſequence ; 
ſuch as perhaps cauſing a mutiny. 4b and 510%, I have 
had offers made me, by apd from different perſons, that 
if I would conſent to go abroad, they would provide pla- 
ces of profit, if I would accept of any of them, where, 
and by which, I might live like a gentleman the remain- 
der of my life: It is further to be obſerved that one of 
theſe tenders was made me a very few days after the cauſe 
was tried, which I was profecuted and impriſoned for, 
by one who was commiſſioned to let me know that 
friend of mine, of many years acquaintance, _ 
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and a my Juſtificatioa therein, * my fundamental rea- 


1 

about a day or fome ſhort 1 
ge was brought me, with one of his majeſt ye CO 
ſioners of the Vicrualling-Office, who then acknowled 
10 my aforeſaid friend, that the facts which I had pub- 
liſhed, relating to the practices of victualling the navy; 
were very true, c. and moreover, that if I would ſubs 
mit to aſle my proſecutors pardon for what I had done, 
and would promiſe never to write againſt them any more, 
they would then [very humately] all that was 
paſt, would — yoons A ſer meat iberty, wore 
provide me a very genteel ant nt, and very 
ciouſly ſend me abroad, -a& I Have before hinted. Nay, 
what is ſtill more wonderful, the very ſame chm⸗ 
miſſioner was ſo extreamly 'charitabl —— 
as to aſſure my friend, that if I'waFactually ſuchra very 
ſtiff man as I was repre ſented , and :fo.rvery 
tenacious of my honour and integrity that I'wouldnoe 
ſubmit co obtain my enlargement on the terms of making 
any fort of conceſſion to my proſecutors, after they had 
ny and barbarouſly ruined me (one of whom declared 
to a merchant in my neighboyrhood that he would ruin 
me if I was worth 10, oool. but by ſuch a proſe 
yhich I never heard the like of Al and that if he, my 
nend, would but write a letter to che victualling board 
in my favour; or if he would even ſhe but the leaſt in» 
clination-only to him, the commiſſioner, to have me diſ- 
charged ont of priſon, it would be ſufficient, and I ſhould 
be inſtantly ſer at liberty: But [ remained obſtinate, 
and would not comply with either requeſt; becauſe. it 
would havg heen an injury done to the public cauſe, which 
| had eſpdMed and was impriſoned for, and to my Own 
honour and reputation, and a diſgrace for me as being a 
yotary for truth and public juſtice. My anſwer and re- 
ſolutions to the foregoing, I ſent in writing, which was 
after wards returned to me at my requeſt, and which I 


have now in my poſſeſſion.” | tas eMule n BUY 


Fon a further proof of my 3 in this matter, 


ſons 
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"Diva the end of: m printed amn. 1 have + far 
Pagel on l 
By 2 enten ben that the g t quandiy. of matter, 
which I. baye here ſet forth, in order to explain mylelt 
2 * 12 andi gherefore it is quite nectſſary to 
| = i prolixity, as well as for it 
enn, bur-as I cannot think of 
your pardon therein, and for 
am therefore conſtrained 
to Jeave at pon that | and ſubmit my forgive- 
wel y and goodneſs ; and therewith 
beg that you willideig t me the additional great 
| — lation of ubſcribing myſelf, with pro- 
and citizen, perpetually bearing in mind a juſt ſexe of 
Feen tor your perſons and councils, 
N our oft duiiful end obedient Servant, 
bn ” | 22 9 9 5 74 
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eme pen * ard I halleftcemica very great ho- 
* tu have your candid! opinion of the ſubject matter contained i 
zeceived, two years fince, my printed eaſe which I then ſent you, on 
the faine ſubje of the corrupt practice of victualling he navy; but, 
ns my extream great poverty renders me utrefly + defray the 
Office (which is the method I ha humbl ſet ula 
AD be apt for which 9015 ain pry e . ae 
Se the ſu cauſe of my 11 57 you is buſige 
im 
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y therenn, bas far exceeded the moderate 

Die : itſelſ, 10 incline you to con- 

neſs to be ſealed 2 the terms of your own extenſive 

und veneration, in the character of a faithful ſubject 
un er Street. 8 N A — 0 \ wa 

iam Fa pen 

this letter, and your reſolutions concerning it 3 and alſo whether you 

expence of letters which may be conyeyed to me by t eral Pot: 

tance to the public, 1 incline you tv 


— — 1 me worthy of ie great 
© mark of are vent your ranked, AV be 
way n, pleaſe to think more proper. 
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